
 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS Board Policy 613 

Graduation Requirements 

The purpose of this policy is to set forth requirements for graduation from the School District. 

It is the policy of the School District that all students must pass or be formally exempted from the 
Minnesota Graduation Basic Standards tests in Reading, Mathematics, and Written Composition as per 
state requirements or higher guidelines, as established by the School Board, in order to graduate. 

Definitions 

A. “Department” means the Department of Children, Families, and Learning. 

B. “State test” means a test established and maintained by the Department. 

C. “Unit” means a unit measuring education achievement based on successfully completing the 
requirements of a given course of study. 

D. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate accommodations or 
modifications that must be made in the school environment to address the needs of an individual 
student with disabilities. 

E. “Individualized Education Plan,” or “IEP,” means a written statement developed for a student 
eligible by law for special education and services. 

F. “Limited English Proficient” or “LEP” students means individuals whose first language is not 
English and whose test performance may be negatively impacted by lack of English language 
proficiency. 

Test Administrator 

The Executive Director of Teaching and Learning shall be responsible for all testing.  In addition, an 
Assessment Coordinator shall be named the School District test administrator.  The Executive Director 
of Teaching and Learning and the Assessment Coordinator shall be in charge of all test procedures and 
shall bring recommendations to the School Board annually for approval. 
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Requirements 

A. All students must pass the Minnesota Graduation Basic Standards Tests in Reading, 
Mathematics, and Written Composition, as per state requirements or higher guidelines, as 
established by the School Board, in order to graduate; 

B. All students must complete preparatory content standards as per District requirements. All 
students must complete the appropriate number of standards in grades 9-12 as determined by 
the Board of Education. 

C. All students must: 

1. meet District requirements for graduation as described in the District 742 Graduation 
Requirements document, or 

2. have met the requirements of an IEP, or 

3. have met the requirements of the following alternative learning centers: Area Learning 
Center or St. Cloud Children’s Home. 

Early Graduation 

Students may be considered for early graduation, as provided for within Minn. Stat. §120B.07, upon 
meeting the following conditions: 

1. All graduation requirements must be met, including course, credit, and standards requirements. 

2. The principal or designee shall communicate with the student and parent or guardian, and 
familiarize the parties with opportunities available in post-secondary education. 

Legal References: Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0010 to 3501.0180 (Rules Relating to Graduation 
Standards - Mathematics and Reading) 

Minn. Rule Parts 3501.0200 to 3501.0290 (Rules Relating to Graduation 
Standards - Written Composition) 

Minn. Stat. §120B.07 (Early Graduation) 
Minn. Stat. §120B.11 (School District Process) 

Cross References: Board Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 
Board Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals) 
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Board Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure) 
Board Policy 615 (Basic Standards Testing, Accommodations, 
Modifications, and Exemptions for IEP, Section 504 Accommodations and 
LEP Students) 
Board Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 

Attached Document: District 742 Graduation Requirements 

St. Cloud Area School District 742 
St. Cloud, MN 

Board Policy 
Adopted: April 26, 2001 
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ST. CLOUD AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 742 
COURSE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

To graduate from St. Cloud Area School District 742, students must meet the established credit 
requirements.  In addition to accumulating the necessary number of credits, each student must also 
demonstrate basic skill proficiency in the areas of reading, mathematics, and writing.  (The writing 
requirement begins in 1998-99.) 

Technical High School 

In grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, each student must complete a total of 42 semester credits.  The following 
required studies must be completed: 

1. Language Arts: four years (8 semester credits). 

2. Social Studies: three years (6 semester credits).  Ninth Grade Civics (2 credits), 
United States History (2 credits), and Senior Social Studies (2 credits). 

3. Mathematics: two years (4 semester credits). 

4. Science: two years (4 semester credits). 

5. Physical Education: (2 semester credits).  Physical Education is required of every 
student in grades 9 and 10, and delivered on an every other day basis. 

6. Health: (½ credit).  Health is required of every student in grade 10 and delivered on an every 
other day basis. 

7. Electives: (17.5 credits).  Credits are selected from the elective menu. 

Apollo High School 

In grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, each student must complete a total of 63 trimester credits.  The following 
required studies must be completed: 

1. English: four years (12 trimester credits). 

2. Social Studies: three years (9 trimester credits).  Three credits of American Civics, three credits 
of American History, and three credits of Senior Social Studies are required of each student. 

3. Mathematics: two years (6 trimester credits). 



4. Science: two years (6 trimester credits). 

5. Physical Education: Physical Education is required in grades 9 and 10 (grade 9 - 1 ½ trimester 
credits; grade 10 - 1 ½ trimester credits). 

6. Health: required in grade 10 (1 trimester credit). 

7. Electives: 26 trimester credits selected from elective menu. 

The school year is divided into three trimesters.  Students will usually earn one credit for each trimester 
subject. 

In addition to the existing graduation requirements, students will demonstrate competency in the basic 
requirements in reading and mathematics beginning with the graduating class of 1998.  Students will 
demonstrate basic proficiency in writing beginning with the graduating class of 2001. 


